There is little reference to venereal disease in the colonial literature of the period, and in New England such diseases were undoubtedly rare because of the "stern morality" of the people and because of the severe punishment meted out to those who were discovered in sexual irregularities.
Colonies, and in New England "the practice of medicine was in many instances united with the parochial duties of ministers of religion, who by their amiable manners, zealous attention and pious converse, endeared themselves to their people."1
The population was too small to attract many physicians, and skilful men of the profession "were of rare occurrence in the colony. They seldom, it would appear, partook of the religious zeal that brought other emigrants across the Atlantic. Dr. Robert Child was one of the earliest physicians to come to New England, though he never practiced medicine there. For a long time he has been given the reputation of being "an advocate of general religious toleration and freedom of conscience," but Kittredge has recently shown that "he abhorred these principles with all the strength of his earnest soul as the devil's latest device for the ruin of society and the damnation of mankind." Instead of toleration and freedom, he, an ardent Presby¬ terian, was 
